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Hornucopia

EXCLUSIVE Spectacular style, but does this hom loudspeaker deliver
the sound to justify its hefty price and bulk?

checked the calendar. No, it wasn't

1 Apnl, though the thought did

cross my mind as | surveyed the two
manstrous cartons that had tumed up, |
was expecting a pair of those utterly
scrumptious looking Ferguson Hill hom
speakers, but wasn't anticipating
anything quite this size. One carton was
s hig it had to be dismantled on the
front lawn, and | wondered why the
makers hadn't decided to brng this
outsize collection of eguipment down
themselves, if anly to make sure the
installation was carmed oul corectly.

| figured out why after struggling to

put the things together, discovering
that one of the pair had its holes
and/or bolts slightly misaligned. That's
not very good news for a speaker that
costs £6,853 per pair, the excuse being
that our samples were from the very
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earliest preduction, with homs
fabnicated from Bmm acrylic, Future
preduction will use thicker Brmm acrylic,
which handles the moulding and
shaping process much better.

Still, we managed to get it all up and
running {not without some very
un-HFC language it must be said), and
gazed on the largest but also
unquestionably the most stylish
speaker system we've ever had the
pleasure of using,

A speaker that stands 166cm tall,
A0cm wide and BOcm deep sounds very
daunting. But nearly all is totally
transparent, so the visual impact is both
minimised and also rather fascinating.
And the rather curious reflections they
created were just about sufficient to
prevent one from accidentally
blundenng into them too often!
Because of the modus operandum, the
back of the speaker can operate quite
close to — say within 15cm of — a wall.

A single ‘full range’ Lowther DX3
driver forms the basis of this Ferguson
Hill hemn, though the term ‘full range’ is
perhaps a tad misleading in context.
The super-light twin-cone Lowther
driver can get up pretty close to the top
of the audio band, but the very highest
frequencies are inevitably projected in a
very narmow beam. Al the bass end of
the band, the actual extension is a
function of the dimensions of the hom,
not the driver, and seriously low bass
requires a hom as big as a typical room
— six metres long and six square metre
mouth area, in theary at least!

That's not wiable of course, short of
building the homs into the architecture,
<o more prachical approaches must be
considered, One favoured technigue for
extending bass is to use the comer of
the room as the inal stage of a folded
homn that operates off the back of the
drive unit (e.q. Beauhorn, Klipschorm)
The altemative, favoured here by

VERDICT

Ferguson Hill
FHOO1
loudspeaker
£6,853

D Wonderfully
5[:,'1i'gl|. with
magniticent dynamic
and temporal
coherence from the
rmnd-bass nght up into
the treble.

Q0 Very bulky, so
hetter suited to large
raams. Neads
subwogfer
accompaniment, and

can show up amp hiss.

& CONCLUSION
A speaker that sounds
&5 good as it looks,
with realmstic dynamic
mepression and time
coherence, But it's
very bulky and needs
careful amplifier
matching, and alzo a
subswoofer.

KEY FEATURES
2 Size (WxHxD):
90 166x8.0cm
2 Very high
c100dB/W sensitivity
2 Needs subwoofer
assistance
© Virtually
transparnent
acrylic Fprn
Q g+ ohms
throughoul, an easy
amp |oad
© Solitary full-range
Lowther DK3 driver
Q No crossover
netwnrk
© Skelstal
metal frame

Ferguson Hill, as well as Cerman brands
Acapella and Avantgarde, not to
mention the awesome JBL K2, is to use
a hom mounted on the front of the
driver, and accept the need to supply
the bass by some other means.

PERFORMANCE

Because it uses a relatively large hom,
the Fergusen Hill maintains
hom-loading well down into the upper
bass regions. The company reckons
150Hz, though our in-roam
measurements show a -6dB bass roll-off
peint at 180Hz — very similar to the
170Hz subwoofer-to-hom crossover
point used in the Avantgarde Dugo that
HFC reviewed five years ago.

The Duo is certainly the closest thing
we've previously encountered to this
Ferguson Hill design, though there ae
two significant differences nonetheless,
Whereas the (significantly more
expensive) Duo used separate homs for
the midrange and treble, the FHOO1
has just the single (Lowther) drive unit
with its very large elliptical hom. And
whereas the Duo came complete with
its own subwoofers (one built into the
support frame of each), with Ferguson
Hill you're free to make your own
choice — using some sort of subwoafery
15 absolutely essential here.

Which is no bad thing, since the
bggest disadvantage with the Duos lay
in dubious integration between
subwoofers and homs. As a general
rule, subwoofers are best left to
subwoofer specialists, and we
underpinned the Ferguson Hills with a
couple of REL Q200Es. There was no
prior certainty that the combination
would work — these homs require a
subwoofer operating to a much higher
frequency than normally required, and
at a relatively high level too, to match
up with their very high (c100dB./W)
sensitivity. Happily the combination ®




& worked very well indeed, with no
obvious discontinuibies when seated in
the listening zone.

According to our far-field in-room
measurements, the hom alone runs
from 200Hz up ta 12kHz, though it's
necessary to he directly on axis to get
flat’ output above SkHz That in tum
makes it a rather selfish’ speaker, with
only one ideal listening spot. An
otherwise promising overall balance
was marred by two obvious suck-outs,
centred on 1.1kHz and 3.3kHz. Amp
connections are curmently made directly
to the rather flimsy drive unit terminals
here — beefing these up would help
handle tymcal hi-fi speaker cables,

Sonically, ‘awesome' is the first word
to spring to mind, It's a word that's
wantenly over-used today, often to
describe the nearly mundane. But this
speaker’s extraordinarily larger-than-life

Ferguson Hill FHOO01 loudspeaker

presentation simply leaves one
awestruck, in the way that it direct
couples the listener to the musical
experence, and in the vividness with
which dynamic contrasts are revealed
and laid bare.

Its superiority over conventional
speakers is most obvious in the brilliant
transient reproduction and excellent
time-coherence. The images are just a
bit too lamge perhaps, but dynamics
sound really, er, real, Tenor sax sound is
particularly effective — magnificently
rich, with a truly realistic reedy quality,
while piano also has genuinely
helievable scale and grandeur,

There is some coloration here, but it
didn't seem at all intrusive, and there's
no suggestion of boxiness. Rather the
stereaphony is wonderfully spacious,
and sounded guite fabulous with choral
and sacred music, such as a Handel

“This speaker’s extraordinarily
larger-than-life presentation simply
leaves one awestruck, in the way it
direct-couples the listener to the
musical experience.”

oratorio encountered one evening on
Radio 3. There's wonderful inner detail
and layering on orchestral stuff too,
with great textures, even when
replaying at very low levels,

Its unusual powers of analysis were
well ilustrated by the ease and clanty
with which it showed up the particular
characters of different types of speaker
cables. And thege's superb insight into
the subtle details of musicianship -
how well a guitar was being played

came through very strongly even on
very familiar matenal.

One consequence of the
unusually high sensitivity
however is that background

hiss can become a significant
issue = it was with Naim amps, and
| suspect also with other solid-state
models. The natural partner is a modest
power valve amp, and Ferguson Hill is
currently working on one.

Overall, if you've got the space, and
don't mind adding an additional low-
end box, this is an outstanding speaker
and style statement in one, @

& Ferguson Hill 0207 284 0969

& www.fergusonhill.co.uk

Statements

The design is centred around
a large and beautifully
moulded transparent acrylic
hern, which front-loads the
solitary Lowther DX3
full-range driver.

The horn is fixed in three

places, to the hefty

aluminium alloy ring on
which the driver is mounted.

and te two points on the
bottom rail of the stand.

DRIVER

| The horn is quite

| deep, but the rear
of the cast-frame
driver 15 left
apen and
unobstructed,

| and the speaker

| can be used quite

| closa Lo a wall,

The stand and
hemering support
is elegantly
fahricated from
satin steal with
wide-spaced and
stable tripod
support on
substantial
spikes.

Amp connection
is made directly
to rather flimsy
driver terminals.
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